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Phil Dight – BE, MEngSc, PhD

Professor Geotechnical Engineering, Australian Centre for Geomechanics (ACG)

Phil has been involved with the development and design of ground support for mining applications since 1980. He was a partner in BFP Consultants until BFP was acquired by Coffey Mining. Phil has extensive consulting experience on geotechnical aspects of the mining industry, and has worked on open pit and underground metalliferous mining problems. In 1985 he was awarded the Manuel Rocha Medal by the International Society of Rock Mechanics for his work in open pit mining and ground support. In August 2008 he joined the Australian Centre for Geomechanics as professor, geotechnical engineering.

Andy Fourie – BSc (Eng), MSc (Eng), PhD

Professor, School of Civil and Resource Engineering, University of Western Australia

In mid 2008, Andy joined the UWA Department of Civil and Resource Engineering as Professor of Mining Engineering. From 2005 to mid 2008, he was Principal, Environmental Geomechanics at the Australian Centre for Geomechanics. Andy has more than 25 years industry and research experience in the management, transportation and disposal of mining waste. Andy was previously the Professor of Construction Materials at the School of Civil and Environmental Engineering, and Leader of the Waste Impact Minimisation Programme, at the University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, South Africa. He graduated as a civil engineer and obtained a Master’s degree in geotechnical engineering, both from the University of Witwatersrand. After working as a geotechnical engineer for SRK consulting, he completed a PhD in geotechnical engineering at Imperial College, London. He has co-edited two recent ACG publications: the Handbooks on Mine Fill; and Paste and Thickened Tailings – A Guide (2nd edition). His research interests are the management and disposal of mining, industrial and solid wastes and he serves on the Editorial Board of four international journals in fields related to waste disposal.
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